
The Australia Way Map and Itinerary 
 

The ‘Australia Way’ is a classic new journey through the heart of the Australian outback 
designed to put travellers amongst the setting and scenery of Baz Luhurman’s new epic 
movie, Australia.  
 
From the vibrant and tropical harbour city of Darwin in the Northern Territory to the exotic 
pearling town of Broome in Western Australia, the ‘Australia Way’ is a journey through the 
landscape that inspired Luhrmann to create the Australia story.  
 
The ‘Australia Way’ provides travellers with the ‘real’ Australia experience – dramatic 
landscapes, the spirit of adventure, a colourful cast of outback characters, abundant wartime 
heritage, and rich indigenous culture. For travellers wishing to emulate the experiences of 
the Australia movie, a journey along the ‘Australia Way’ will deliver on every expectation. 
 
 
There are two self-drive options from Darwin to Katherine in the Northern Territory as well as 
two options from Kununurra to Broome in Western Australia: 
 
 
Darwin to Katherine, Northern Territory (NT) 
 

1. The Australia Way via Nature’s Way  
2. The Australia Way via Explorer’s Way and Savannah Way  

 
Kununurra to Broome, Western Australia (WA) 

 
1. The Australia Way via Great Northern Highway (sealed roads) 
2. The Australia Way via The Gibb river Road (unsealed roads, 4WD required) 

 
 
All destinations and timings throughout this itinerary are just suggestions – there is so much 
to see and do, you can take as little or as much time as you’d like meeting the many 
interesting characters and exploring the fascinating, ancient landscape.  
 
The journey can also be reversed to begin in Broome following the same route through 
Kununurra onto Darwin. It is also easy to fly between different destinations with flights from 
Broome to Kununurra and Kununurra to Darwin. 

To view the Australia Way journey and to find out a bout things to see and do along 
the way visit www.westernaustralia.com/australiaway . 

 

For further information on destinations along the A ustralia Way visit  
www.westernaustralia.com  and www.australiasoutback.com . 
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Starting Point - Darwin  
 
Darwin is a vibrant tropical city that sits on a harbour twice the size of Sydney’s. More than 
50 nationalities make up its population of just over 100,000, including its traditional 
landowners, the Larrakia Aboriginal people. With a rich and interesting history, Darwin's 
involvement in World War II is evident at the many preserved sites in and around the city. 
The tropical climate sets the scene for a variety of unique outdoor experiences and activities 
thanks to its balmy weather and the friendly, easy going attitude of locals.   
 
Just a four hour flight from Singapore, Darwin is Australia’s northern most capital city and the 
gateway to Australia’s Outback. Accessed via the Stuart Highway which links with the 
Savannah Way from Queensland and Western Australia, there are two options to get from 
Darwin to Kununurra, along the direct route south to Katherine on the Stuart Highway or via 
the detour route along the Nature’s Way incorporating Kakadu. 
 
Day 1 – 2: Darwin 
As one of the stars of Australia Darwin’s historic connections will be celebrated through Baz 
Luhrmann’s new feature film starring Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman. Follow in the 
footsteps of the cast and crew and discover the sights by scooter, cruise the beauty of 
Darwin Harbour on board the Anniki pearl lugger or take a town walking tour. Dine at Char 
Restaurant @ Admiralty, Hanuman Thai Restaurant or Roma Bar and shop for the pearls 
that bejewelled Nicole, at Paspaley. Then wander along Stokes Hill Wharf, the location 
where Australia was filmed or catch a movie under the stars at the Deckchair cinema where 
Baz held his wrap party.  

Darwin is the perfect base from which to explore Litchfield National Park, The Tiwi Islands 
and Seven Spirit Bay in picturesque Garig Ganak Barlu National Park. 

 

NT Option 1: Australia Way via Nature’s Way 

Day 3 - 5: Darwin – Kakadu National Park/Jabiru 
This option is ideal for birdwatchers and nature lovers. The Nature's Way winds through 
wilderness steeped in Aboriginal culture and pioneering history, and meanders through 
wetlands areas to World Heritage-listed Kakadu National Park.  
 
Think spectacular rock escarpments, vast floodplains and savannah woodlands, over a 
19,000 square kilometre area. The Mamukala wetlands feature an incredible variety of 
birdlife and in season, the falls of Mary River and Jim Jim are truly spectacular. Cruise the 
Yellow Water Billabong – a great way to take in the prolific wildlife, not forgetting the 
saltwater crocodiles that patrol the waterways! Kakadu is also home to some of the best and 
oldest Aboriginal rock art in the country.  
 
The best way to get an understanding of the spiritual aspect of the Park is to join a tour with 
an Aboriginal guide or listen to a talk by local rangers. 

Day 6 – Jabiru - Katherine 
Depart Jabiru and continue south to Pine Creek. Gold was discovered at Pine Creek in 1871 
and the original buildings built back in the heady gold days still stand. Pine Creek's 
attractions include a Railway Station that was built in 1888 and Miners' Park which houses 
original mining machinery. These are great places for a pub meal. Head south on the Stuart 
Highway to Katherine. 



NT Option 2: Darwin to Kununurra: Explorer’s Way & Savannah Way 
 
Day 3 – 4: Darwin - Katherine 
Katherine is described as a place where ‘the outback meets the tropics.’ The town is located 
on the banks of the Katherine River and sits at the crossroads of the Explorer’s and 
Savannah Way. As the third largest town in the Northern Territory, Katherine has a 
population of just under 7000. The Jawoyn Aboriginal people lived in the area for thousands 
of years before the arrival of explorer John McDouall Stuart, who named the site of the new 
town Catherine, after the daughter of his benefactor.  
 
Enjoy the attractions of Nitmiluk National Park where guests can enjoy a cruise down one, 
two or five of the 13 gorges that have been carved out of sandstone country over thousands 
of years. The more adventurous can take a canoe through rocky banks, paperbark forests, 
gentle rapids and barramundi-filled channels of the pandanus-lined Katherine River. Guests 
can also visit Leliyn/Edith Falls, Conway’s Cattle Station, or hikers can take a bushwalk 
along one of the rewarding walking trails.  
 
Day 5: Flora River Nature Park 
Flora River Nature Park, 135 kilometres south-west of Katherine, embraces a tranquil Top 
End waterway fringed with dense riverine vegetation and dotted with deep pools. There are 
many opportunities for short walks, canoeing, boating, camping or simply relaxing and 
popular features include the beautiful Kathleen and Djarrung Falls and a large natural spring. 
The Wardaman Aboriginal people have been associated with this area over thousands of 
years and the special natural features within the park are spiritually and culturally significant 
for these people.  
 
NOTE: The unsealed access road from the Victoria Highway to Flora River Nature Park is 46 
kilometres and may be corrugated. It may be inaccessible at times due to flooding between 
November and April. 
 
Day 6: Timber Creek 
Timber Creek is the main gateway to Gregory National Park and has a population of around 
70. The area is the traditional land of the Ngaliwurra Aboriginal people, who provided early 
European settlers with valuable bush knowledge and acted as guides for the local police. A 
police station was first established in Timber Creek in 1898 and has been restored as the 
Timber Creek Police Station Museum.  
 
Day 7 – 8: Gregory National Park 
Gregory National Park is the Northern Territory's second largest national park and 
encompasses spectacular ranges, escarpments, gorges and eucalypt woodlands. Drive 
through the eastern section of the park along the Victoria Highway to see the landscapes 
and access walks near the Victoria River Roadhouse which provide close up experiences of 
the dramatic sandstone escarpment.  
 
Visit the Bullita Homestead, a reminder of the Park’s pastoral past and an interesting place 
to beat the heat. Gregory's Tree is another nearby historic site where you can enjoy views of 
the Victoria River. Stay at Bullo River Station, the perfect backdrop for an Australia the 
movie adventure. Situated in east Kimberley this working cattle station gives guests the 
opportunity to get their hands dirty down at the stockyards, just watch the action or visit a 
beautiful gorge and impressive Aboriginal rock art site.  
 
Day 9-11: Keep River National Park 
Home to Boab trees jutted against ancient terracotta domes, often touted as the ‘mini Bungle 
Bungles’, Keep River National Park has all the cinematic hallmarks of Baz Luhrmann’s 



romantic drama Australia. Best explored on foot, the park has a variety of walking trails that 
weave past significant traces of Aboriginal and European histories, gorge scenery and rare 
wildlife species.  
 
The park falls within Aboriginal lands of the Miriwoong and Gadgerong people. Nganalam Art 
Site shows some of the rock art characteristic of the area while Ginger's Hill and Jinumum 
reveal other aspects of traditional Aboriginal culture.  
 
NOTE: The unsealed road in Keep River National Park may be corrugated and it may also 
be inaccessible at times due to flooding between November and April. 
 
Day 12: Kununurra 
Cross the Northern Territory/Western Australian boarder and enter Australia’s largest state. 
Arrive in Kununurra – the major eastern gateway to the stunning Kimberley region of 
Western Australia. This area of Western Australia was the inspiration for Baz Luhrmann’s 
‘Australia’, with many of the scenes for the movie shot here. 
 
 
WA Option 1: The Great Northern Highway (Sealed Roa ds) 
 
 
Day 13 - 14: Kununurra - Kununurra is the ideal base for an ‘Australia’ adventure – allowing 
you to retrace the steps of Baz Luhrmann’s epic feature film ‘Australia’ and create your own 
transforming journey in the process. Feel like a star visiting the movie locations, visit the 
impressive Mirima National Park, also known as the mini Bungle Bungle, catch some 
barramundi at Macka’s Barra Camp, visit the spectacular El Questro Wilderness Park and 
experience a real cattle muster at Home Valley Station. You can also take a cruise along the 
Ord River and take in the magnificent birdlife and vegetation. 
 
Day 15: Wyndham 
One hours' drive from Kununurra you will be greeted by an 18 metre long, three metre high 
sculpture of a saltwater crocodile. Wyndham is a small frontier town that was established in 
1886 on the tidal banks of the Cambridge Gulf at the base of Mount Bastion. At the mount's 
summit the fantastic Five Rivers Lookout allows you to view the paths of the King, 
Pentecost, Durack, Forrest and Ord Rivers. 
 
Day 16: Warmun  
Warmun (Turkey Creek) is right next door to one of the natural wonders of the world, the 
spectacular Purnululu (Bungle Bungle Range) National Park. To ensure you feel like a 
celebrity in your own right, a helicopter flight over the Bungle Bungle Range is a must. 
Exhilarating helicopter flights depart from Warmun over the Bungle Bungle Range, offering 
one and two day tours.  
 
Day 17: Halls Creek 
Halls Creek lies on the edge of the Great Sandy Desert, at the junction of the Great Northern 
Highway and Duncan Road in the north west of the State. Halls Creek is the town closest to 
Purnululu National Park, the park of the famous Bungle Bungle Range. You can also visit the 
nearby Wolfe Creek Crater, the second largest meteorite crater in the world, or try your luck 
panning for gold at the first goldrush site in Western Australia. 
 
Day 18: Fitzroy Crossing 
Fitzroy Crossing is located on the banks of the Fitzroy River approximately three hours drive 
southeast of Derby. Located on the riverbank just beyond the reach of major flood waters, 
the old settlement was built at a place suitable for crossing the river. Still standing is the 



original causeway crossing, the former post office and an avenue of boab trees, and a 
footbridge across the Brooking Creek linking the old inn and the original cemetery. You can 
also see how nature has shaped this ancient land at the nearby Geikie Gorge. 
 
Day 19: Derby 
With its friendly, easygoing outback character, Derby has become a popular stopover for 
visitors heading into the gorge country of the vast north. Derby was the first town to be 
settled in the Kimberley and is the main access point to Gibb River Road, Windjana Gorge 
National Park, Tunnel Creek and the small islands of the Buccaneer Archipelago. The warm 
winters and hot humid summers provide perfect conditions for watching the highest tides in 
Australia, peaking at over 11 metres. The streets have a distinctive character as Derby is the 
home to the boab tree. Other town attractions include Wharfinger's House Museum, the 
Botanical Gardens, the Royal Flying Doctor Base and School of the Air. Aboriginal art and 
design is also on show at galleries throughout town. 
 
Day 20: Broome 
The exotic pearling town of Broome offers some deliciously indulgent eco-resorts dotted 
across its spectacular landscape. Broome's Cable Beach, with 22 kilometres of white sand, 
kissed by warm, crystal waters, is the ideal place to watch the sunset on a balmy, tropical 
night. Or why not experience the sunset over the water while on a camel trek along Cable 
Beach.  You can even take Camel Trek to in the e. You can even take camel trek along 
Cable Beach as the sunsets over the water. If you visit between March and October you can 
view the Staircase to the Moon, one of Broome's natural treasures. For three days after the 
full moon reflections stretch out across shiny mudflats creating the beautiful illusion of a long 
silver staircase. While Gantheaume Point is where you can see dinosaur footprints believed 
to be more than 130 million years old. 
 
 
WA Option 2 :The Gibb River Road – (Unsealed, 4WD r equired) 
 
Day 13 - 14: Kununurra - Kununurra is the ideal base for an ‘Australia’ adventure – allowing 
you to retrace the steps of Baz Luhrmann’s epic feature film ‘Australia’ and create your own 
transforming journey in the process. Feel like a star visiting the movie locations, visit the 
impressive Mirima National Park, also known as the mini Bungle Bungle, catch some 
barramundi at Macka’s Barra Camp, visit the spectacular El Questro Wilderness Park and 
experience a real cattle muster at Home Valley Station. You can also take a cruise along the 
Ord River and take in the magnificent birdlife and vegetation. 
 
Day 15: Wyndham to Emma Gorge to El Questro Wildern ess Park - As you enter this 
small frontier town you will be greeted by an 18 metre long, three metre high sculpture of a 
saltwater crocodile. Set on the tidal banks of the Cambridge Gulf and at the base of Mount 
Bastion, Wyndham is home to the fantastic Five Rivers Lookout, allowing you to view the 
paths of the King, Pentecost, Durack, Forrest and Ord Rivers. 
 
Day 16: Explore El Questro Wilderness Park  - With one million acres of wilderness to 
immerse yourself in El Questro Wilderness Park is home to an abundance of amazing 
experiences. See a working cattle station, take a 4WD tour, set out on a horse trek, swim in 
a huge turquoise water hole, or explore remote areas by helicopter that only a lucky few 
have ever seen. With a wide variety of accommodation you are bound to find a truly 
Australian holiday experience to suit your needs. 
 



Day 17: El Questro to Home Valley Station - Home Valley Station is a working cattle 
station set on a 700,000 acre outback oasis at the base of the majestic Cockburn Range. 
The perfect location for barramundi fishing, boating, canoeing and ancient gorge walks as 
well as a wealth of other activities such as cattle mustering, horse riding, bird watching, 
hunting, and target shooting.  
 
Day 18: Home Valley Station to Drysdale River Stati on - Drysdale River National Park 
boasts diverse scenery with gorges and cliffs contrasting with broad rivers and plains. 
Drysdale River Station is a working cattle station situated and main on the service centre for 
the area. Visit secluded Mitchell Falls and Kalumburu that is only accessible off the 
Kalumburu road. Only 59 kilometres north of the main Gibb River Road, not far to deviate to 
spend a night in this real Australian landscape.  
 
Day 19: Drysdale River Station to Mt Elizabeth Stat ion - Halfway between Derby and 
Kununurra, Mount Elizabeth offers bed and breakfast and great camping facilities. The 
station offers access to some of the picturesque gorges and is one of the few locations in the 
Kimberley that offer guided rock art tours. The property has a number of aboriginal rock art 
sites showcasing both the Windjana and Bradshaw art. 
 
Day 20: Mt Elizabeth Station to Manning Gorge - For camping under a star-filled outback 
sky and immersing yourself in Aboriginal history, visit Manning Gorge off the epic four wheel 
driving track. Take your time and explore Aboriginal rock art, take a bushwalk and then go 
for a refreshing swim in the pool near the falls. 
 
Day 21:Manning Gorge to Galvans Gorge to Charnley R iver Station - Galvans Gorge is 
a horseshoe-shaped gorge that contains a small campsite and swimming hole. Peaceful, 
rugged, inspired and vast; cascades, plunge pools, billabongs and gorges; wildlife, safe 
swimming, fishing and homestead cooking: Charnley River Station will have you 
mesmerised at the beauty of the magnificent Kimberley Region.  
 
Day 22: Charnley River Station to Mornington Wilder ness Camp 
Mornington Wildlife Camp offers nearly one million acres of spectacular gorges and tropical 
savannah dominated by the Fitzroy River and King Leopold Ranges. Owned and managed 
by the non-profit Australian Wildlife Conservancy, Mornington Wilderness Camp provides a 
comfortable base from which to explore this naturalist’s paradise which boasts 170 species 
of birds and a diverse range of other wildlife. All proceeds are dedicated to the conservation 
of this amazing part of Australia. 
 
Day 23-24: Mornington Wilderness Camp 
Rugged and remote, Diamond Gorge sits amidst the Kimberley outback near Mornington 
Wilderness Camp. Guided canoe tours to the gorge are a great way to experience the rich 
colours of the 30 metre-high cliff walls which were carved out by the mighty Fitzroy River.   
 
Day 25: Mornington Wilderness Station to Bell Gorge  
Beautiful Bell Gorge lies within the Kimberley’s rugged King Leopold Range Conservation 
Park. During the wet season great volumes of water cascade down the waterfall, making it 
the perfect place for a refreshing swim. The folded rock formations were millions of years in 
the making, creating one of the most picturesque and scenic gorges in the Kimberley. 
 
Day 26: Bell Gorge to Lennard Gorge to Mt Hart Wild erness Lodge (Overnight Mt Hart 
Wilderness Lodge) 
Step off the well trodden tourist trail and explore beautiful Lennard Gorge. Bounded by 
remarkably high cliffs, take a beautiful walk along the ridge and down to the end of the 
gorge, where you can return on a loop walk or swim back for a truly memorable experience. 
 



Mt Hart Wilderness Lodge is a ten acre oasis of beautiful lush tropical gardens situated 
alongside the majestic Barker River. Offering comfortable and stylish, boutique outback 
accommodation as well as some camping facilities, the Lodge has a strong sense of 
aboriginal and pastoral history. 
 
Day 27: Mt Hart Wilderness Lodge to Windjana Gorge (overnight at Windjana 
campsite) 
Windjana Gorge National Park offers stunning bushwalking trails through the outback 
wilderness. Rated as one of the most beautiful of all the gorges in this frontier region, 
Windjana is rich in vegetation and wildlife. Take a dip in refreshing permanent water holes 
and feel the power of Mother Nature which carved out the gorge over hundreds of millions of 
years.  
 
Day 28: Windjana Gorge to Tunnel Creek to Derby  
A visit to the Tunnel Creek National Park is a truly unique experience that is a ‘must see’ on 
your Kimberley itinerary. Walk through Western Australia’s oldest cave system where the 
750 metre tunnel takes you from one side of the Napier Range to the other.  
 
From Windjana Gorge take the Gibb River Rd towards Derby. With its friendly, easygoing 
outback character, it has become a popular stopover for visitors exploring the gorge country 
of the vast north. The warm winters and hot humid summers provide perfect conditions for 
watching the highest tides in Australia, peaking at over 11 metres. The streets have a 
distinctive character as Derby is the home to the boab tree. Off the Derby coast lays a 
thousand islands known as the Buccaneer Archipelago.  A short boat or plane ride away, it is 
home to South Sea Pearl farms and the world renowned Horizontal Waterfalls. 
 
Day 29: Derby - Broome  
After spending the morning exploring the Wharf, Boab Tree Prison and other Indigenous 
sites of Derby, head south down the Derby Highway for 2.5hrs to Broome. 
 
Day 30: Broome 
Unwind and relax as you finish your journey in the exotic pearling town of Broome. 
Experience the magical sunset on Cable Beach on camel-back, enjoy a day of pampering at 
one of the luxurious day spas or shop for some pearls in Chinatown. When you arrive in 
Broome you will be notice the laid back atmosphere for which the town is famous.  
 
NOTE: If you're tackling the Gibb River Road there are some important safety guidelines to 
follow including carrying sufficient food and water, car repair tools and extra tyres. Check 
road conditions before departure by contacting the local Main Roads Department on phone 
+ 61 89158 4333. 
 
   

On a 4WD outback Kimberley adventure, 
Western Australia 

Cultural Tour at Injaluk Hill, Gunbalanya,  
Northern Territory 


